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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to examine (1) social and economic conditions of the
farmers joining the soil and fertilizer project for community, (2) the knowledge of organic
fertilizers of the farmers, (3) the utilization of the organic fertilizers of the farmers, (4) the opinions
of the farmers on the factors affecting the utilization of fertilizers in rice farming, and (5) the
problems and suggestions of the farmers on the utilization of fertilizers in rice farming. The
population of the research was 880 farmers joining the the soil and fertilizer project for
community during 2015 to 2016 in Kong Krailat District, Sukhothai Province. The sample size of
the research was the 166 farmers chosen by the random sampling approach. The instrument
used in the research was a questionnaire. The data obtained was analyzed in terms of the
frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, standard deviation, and ranking order. The findings
revealed that more than half of the farmers were male and 48 years old in average. Almost half
of the farmers graduated a primary school level. The farmers experienced in rice farming for
19.67 years, gained incomes for 3,99 4.78 baht/ rai( 1 rai = 1600 m?) and invested for rice
production for 3,236.03 baht/ rai. (2) More than half of the farmers hadknowledgle of the use of
organic fertilizers in a high level. (3) Half of the farmers used organic fertilizers for two or more
kinds and used manuse during soil preparation in 501- 1000 kg/ rai. Some of the farmers used
organic liquid fertilizers and pallet organic fertilizers during the rice sprouted. (4) The farmers
opined that the significance of factors affecting the use of organic fertilizers in rice farming was in
a high level for all six aspects respectively: organic fertilizers textures, economics, communication
and promotion, organic fertilizer production, promotion of organic fertilizer use, and the usage of
organic fertilizer. (5) The farmers agreed that problems in utilizing organic fertilizers in rice farming
were found in a high level respectively: ways to use organic fertilizers, organic fertilizers
production, communication and promotion, promotion of the use of organic fertilizers, textures
of organic fertilizers, and economics. The farmers agreed that suggestions on the use of organic
fertilizers in six aspects were significant in a high level. Those suggestions were promotion of the
use of organic fertilizers, communication and promotion, economics, textures of organic

fertilizers, organic fertilizers production, and ways to use organic fertilizers orderly.

Keywords: Organic fertilizers, Utilization of organic fertilizers, Paddy fields community soil and

fertilizer project, Sukhothai Province
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